Music Development Plan Summary: Wye School

Overview
Detail Information
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2026
Date this summary was published 1t September 2025
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2026
Name of the school music lead Julie Apps
Name of school leadership team member with Katherine Davis
responsibility for music (if different)
Name of local music hub Kent Music Hub
Name of other music education organisation(s) n/a
(if partnership in place)

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Music Curriculum

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

At Key Stage 3, Year 7 students are taught for an hour, once a fortnight. Year 8 and 9
students are taught for an hour, once a week. Our school follows the United Learning
wide curriculum framework as well as our own contribution and we have adapted this
locally to meet the needs of our learners. Our curriculum can be found on the school
website and a link can be found here.

We work with our United Learning Music Subject Advisers to ensure that both the
curriculum intent and implementation is having impact, and we can seek support from
this team throughout the year.

We have taken special care to ensure that playing instruments is a prominent feature
of our curriculum. This is because we aim to ensure that all students have access to
learning a musical instrument through the curriculum, and they can specialise on one
instrument as they move through Key Stage 3. For example, in Year 9 they can choose



https://www.wyeschool.org.uk/secondary-school/curriculum-overview

whether to approach units as a keyboard player, singer, drummer etc., and the
foundation for these has been provided earlier on in the curriculum.

Our Music curriculum at Wye School is inclusive to all students. We work
collaboratively with our SEND and Pastoral teams to ensure that student needs are
met, and the appropriate level of scaffolding and support is incorporated into lessons.
Subject to curriculum topics, this could be in the form of tailor-made resources,
instrumental placement and playing techniques, the use of music technologies, specific
classroom layouts etc.

Performance — celebrating product as well as process — is also carefully planned into
our curriculum. From low stakes moments of formative assessment to class ensemble
performances. We celebrate the talent and progress of our students and provide them
with a platform to develop their confidence and share their creativity.

At Key Stage 4, students study GCSE Music, following the EDUQAS Specification.
A link to our Programme of Study can be found here.
A link to the EDUQAS website/specification can also be found here.

At Key Stage 5, students can continue to study Music, following a vocational pathway,
specialising in practical skills, performance and the Music Industry- Pearson BTEC
Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Music Performance.

A link to the specification can be found here.

All students have the opportunity to undertake one-to-one Music tuition lessons with
our specialist peripatetic staff and in doing so can also work towards and take
ABRSM/Trinity/Rock School/equivalent exams on their chosen instrument/voice should
they wish to.

Part B: Co-curricular Music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

There is a rich co-curricular offer in Music at our school, and we are a welcoming
department where students are encouraged to make the most of the opportunities and
spaces that we have. We currently offer the following co-curricular opportunities at
lunchtime which are provided at no cost to students:

e KS3 Singing Group
e KS3/4 Band
e KS5 Band



https://www.wyeschool.org.uk/secondary-school/curriculum-overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_keydocuments
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/music-performance-2018.html#%2Ftab-Extended-Certificate_1

We are also able to offer a range of one-to-one lessons with high quality tutors who
use our space to teach. These are paid for by parents/carers and, where eligible,
subsidised by the school. Currently we are able to offer: guitar (electric/acoustic/bass),
drum kit, piano, voice and violin. All lessons are £17 per 30-minute lesson, once a
week. Where a student is eligible for the subsidised cost of lessons (e.g. in receipt of
Pupil Premium Funding/has an EHCP Plan), the cost of is subsidised by 50%.

Students undertaking one-to-one lessons can work towards ABRSM/Trinity/Rock
School/equivalent exams on their chosen instrument/voice should they wish to.

Enquiries about one-to-one lessons should be emailed to Mrs Julie Apps, Cluster Lead
Teacher of Music Julie. Apps@wyeschool.org.uk

Part C: Musical Experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.

Throughout the year, ensembles perform regularly at school events such as end of
term/year assemblies, ‘Drop Down Days’ and community events such as the Wye
Christmas Fayre. Events planned for this year include:

A continuation of our annual performances above, plus Key Stage 5 Solo and
Ensemble performance recitals.

The majority of our ‘in house’ performances at Wye School are free for students,
parents and carers. More formal/evening performances at Wye School may incur a
small ticket charge and this information would be shared appropriately in advance.

For musical performances, concerts and shows outside of school, dependent on the
nature of the event, some costs may be subsidised depending on particular
circumstances, e.g. students in receipt of Pupil Premium funding, access to free school
meals etc.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

With the support of United Learning, we have reviewed ourselves against the Music
Teachers Association self-evaluation framework. In doing this we identified that singing
could be further developed in our school, so that we have a consistent vocal group and
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progression routes both to and beyond singing in school. We are also keen to build
upon performance and enrichment opportunities.

In order to address this, in 2026-2027 we will:

e Grow singing/use of the voice across our taught curriculum, by including
connected repertoire in units of work as appropriate, with high quality warm-ups

e Continue to run a low-stakes singing group at lunch time, encouraging as many
students as possible to attend.

e Include opportunities in the academic year for year 7 to sing in assemblies.

e Organise and run trips during the year to enhance student’s cultural musical
experiences e.g. to see live performances, visit music exhibitions etc.

e Performance opportunities as stated above in Section C: Musical Experiences.

Further information

Our partners include:

United Learning- https://unitedlearning.org.uk/

Our Local Music Education Hub- Kent Music https://www.kent-music.com/

The Department for Education publishes a quide for parents and young people on how
they can get involved in music in and out of school, and where they can go to for
support beyond the school.



https://unitedlearning.org.uk/
https://www.kent-music.com/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-parents-and-young-people

